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TO: P« Mr. Robert Manning 


FROM: S/P ἢ, W. Rostov 


SUBJECT: Questions on the Fublic Mind, 


I spent seven hours on my feet yesterday, taiking co 
five audiences in Detroit. These covered mest of the 
locel leaders, plus eaveral student groups. My reflections 
era as follows: 


1, We are very near the time when the President 
should make a full report to the enumtry covering ἃ great 
many unanswered questionge.- in ali my lecturing experience 
I never had question periods ro sustained and intense. 

‘ne hed the feeling they could have gone on indefiricely. 
In generel, the people I met (80% Republican) have a sense 
that, somehow, the Admiuistratton hae done something very 
important: but they are confused cr anxious on the 
folicwing key pointss 


a. The distineecion between the direct con- 
frentation with the Boviet Union over the missiles and the 
Cuban problem: chey are torn between an awarenesa thet, 
somehow, there tas been a victory over Hoscow but that 
Ceetro and the Coban mess are δὲ 1}} with we. 


Ὁ. They are sugeled as to why we dide't get 
intelligence earlier about the Soviet missiles: here an 
explanation of the Soviet erash erection cf the miagsiles 
and’ the photographie evidence ia heipful, 


ς. They ere wondering what we have been saying 
to the Bussians and what we sre negotiating about: I sm 
sure that en early publication of the Preafdent's exchanges 


with Khrushchev and a full acecsmting of what Nas Been going 


on in our telas with Ruznetsow will be necessary. 
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d, They wish to know how we propose to get rid 
of Castro: but they seened relatively content when they 
were assured that we were as conscicus aa they that a 
major problem still remaine? and we would not abandon our 
commitment to do something about it. 


e. There was 4180 mich interest in: the ettack 
on Indias Rhrushchev'se fate after the crisis; and the Sino- 
Soviat eplit which, for the first time, has impressed the 
American public ag a reality. 


2, Beveral thoughtful people appre=ched me to say 
that they understood very well the goverun. τὸ was prepared 
to face nuclear war, and that they we: prevared also; but 
siouldn't we do something more serious eivut elvil defense? 
I am reasonably confident that, 5 we want te move on sivis 
defense at tha next session of Coigress, tl.e memory of tha 
crucial week of Getober 22-will make it more possible than 
last year. 


3. I attach « lise of queetions, only some of which 
X had time to daal with, submitted to me at the Detroit 
Kconomlics Club meeting. 


Copy to: The Secretary 
G- Με, U. A. Johnson 
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